WOMONSPACE 


our voice in the lesbian community 


STEREOTYPES 


Guest Editorial ~ Q 


Lesbian womyn of Edmonton, I have just help out for an hour or two 
an important question to ask you; ALL every now and then. If more womyn 
OF YOU. I see so many, many lesbian would do just this, it would help 
womyn at the dances, clubs and drop- our (and I do mean our) community so 
ins, yet when it comes to giving a much. 
hand now and then, a lot of you seem All womyn are so very aifferent, 
to disappear into the woodwork. we just need to put a little effort 
I am so tired of hearing the same into building and enriching our com- 
old excuses - I have other plans, some- munity. Think of all the womyn we 
body might see me, it's just bad timing can help as well as ourselves. So 
and so on. Well ladies it's time to come on ladies, let's work together 
get off the pot. I'm not asking you and build a future. 
to devote your life to Womonspace, JAK 
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AUGUST ISSUE 


The theme for the August issue of 
WOMONSPACE NEWS is lesbian life after 
forty. Many of us live in fear of 
growing old without a partner and need 
to know from our older sisters what 
it's really like. Whether single or 
in a relationship, we'd like to hear 
your story. As a GATE counsellor, I 
get asked many times by older womyn 
what this community has to offer them. 
Maybe some of you can answer their 
questions. 

Please send your articles or poems 
to WOMONSPACE NEWS, Rm. 104, 10055 - 
110 Street, Edmonton, T5K 1J5. Remem- 
ber to give you name and number in case 
of editing and make note of how you 
wish your material to be credited. 
Looking forward to hearing from you. 


PICTURE CREDLAS DONATION RECEIVED 
FRONT COVER: Pg. 129, Fireweed, A Womonspace received a donation of 
Feminist Quarterly, $60.00 towards the 'Library Fund' and 
Lesbian Issue 13 a further $60.00 donation which was 
: credited into our General Ledger and 
BACK COVER: Minnesota Historical account. This $120.00 was donated 
society, Crossing Cards, by one person. Whoever E.C. is, we 
Trumansburg, N.Y., thank you for your support. 


Irene Story 


14886, No. A4 sae 
Treasurer 


"TOO FEMININE" 


Stereotyping. I have discussed 
this subject amongst a few gay womyn 
recently and the consensus was that 
times are definately changing. Our 
thoughts on the topic were on why 
and how stereotyping is and how it 
has affected us as gay womyn. On 
other occasions when the topic was 
approached, I've experienced extreme 
anger and defensiveness. I believe 
this must be resolved with each of 
us and dealt with. 

During the past three and a half 
years since I've been out, I exper- 
jenced a situation where I was labeled 
"too feminine". In this particular 
case, I was told to carry my jacket 
in my hand, not folded over my arm 
as I was. I had just come out at 
that point and wanted drastically to 
be accepted by my new gay peers. I 
couldn't and wouldn't change. While 
growing up as a child I was allowed 
to be myself (I was a “tomboy" and a 
"holy terror" and was accepted that 
way by those who cared), I'm myself 
now; gay and a womon. 

Very recently I had an experience 
in which a gay man said to me “what 
are you doing here, you're not gay... 
are you?" (in a gay a Ae er 


I looked at him in disbelief, my res- 
ponse being "I'm as gay as they come." 

I was pissed off; not at him, but at 
society in general. Obviously the man 
has not ventured to The Roost on a 
Friday night lately - the times are 
changing and women are being, looking 
and acting like womyn. A delightful 
sight to see! 

I strongly believe more womyn would 
come out of the closet, feel less 
threatened and frightened if the stereo- 
typical "dyke" label did not exist. 

We manifest the label, let's get rid 
ot fit, 
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WEDDING, STAFF PARTY, BANQUET, DANCES 
REASONABLE RATES 


FOR MORE INFO. CALL Ann at 487-8059 
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NEW DROP-IN HOSTESS 


Womonspace is happy to announce 
they have finally found another wil- 
ling volunteer to host the fourth 
drop-in of each month. Her name is 
Jacquie and she is a wonderful new 
addition to our community. 

Jacquie is already involved in the 
production of the Newsletter and do- 
ing a great job. Thanks Jacquie. 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 
eae ate rtieaantin te ieteiaaan 


GATE 


Wednesday nights are womyn's night 
at the Gay Alliance Toward Equality. 
Drop-in at #104, 10173 - 104 Street, 
between 7 and 10 p.m. Monday to Satur- 
day, Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m., or call 
424-8361. 

Besides the drop-ins, GATE offers 
peer counselling on a personal and 
confidential level and has an excel- 
lent library. Drop-in to see Deb, 
Catherine and Brenda on Wednesdays, 
Cheryl on Monday and Noreen of Friday. 


SEXUAL ORIENTATION BILL 
- Makes It To First Reading - 


On June 26, 1986, the Honorable 
Member Reverend William Roberts (ND 
Edmonton Centre) introduced Bill #261 
to the Legislative Assembly. The 
purpose of the bill is to amend the 
Individual Rights Protections Act of 
Alberta, to include sexual orientation 
and mental disability. 

The motion whereby the Assembly 
gives approval to the Bill being in- 
troduced and placed before the Assem- 
bly for future debate was carried, 
meaning it will now proceed to se- 
cond Reading. 

This is the most crucial stage 
through which a Bill must pass in or- 
der to become law. At the second 
reading stage, William Roberts will 
open a debate on the bill in the As- 
sembly, after explaining its merits 
and purpose. After the debate, the 
Assembly votes on a motion approving 
the Bill in principle, and if the 
vote is in the affirmative, the Bill 
proceeds to the next stage. 

It was exciting to be there when 
Reverend Roberts introduced the Bill 
and his guests from Womonspace, Gate, 
GALA and the AIDS Network in the visi- 
tors gallery. I felt proud to be 
there and thankful to Roberts for 
taking the time and energy to put 
FOV CHUN Seb ist CO, By OLOCLaOU yet Gnuse 

I think the Bill, coming from a 
priest, will be considered more seri- 
ously then in past when similar bills 
were defeated at second reading. In 
any case, it would be interesting to 
be there when it happens to hear Rev- 
erend Roberts explain the bill and 
defend it against the homophobic con- 
servative majority. I know I'll be 
there. 


Deborah 


GAY & LESBIAN 
YOUTH GROUP 
OF EDMONTON 
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GALYG provides self-help, support 
and social activities for gay and 
lesbian youth, age 16 to 21. They 
have meetings every Saturday between 
7 p.m. and 9 p.m. at 9533 —/6NAvenmes 
Edmonton. For more information, call 
424-8361. Mailing address: Box 1852, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2P2. 

The Gay and Lesbian Youth Group is 
a program of the Gay Alliance Toward 
Equality (GATE) and the Westwood 


_ Unitarian Society. 


DYKE DIARIES 


Submissions of up to 5000 words 
are being requested for an anthology 
of lesbian personal writings - diaries, 
journals, letters, thoughts. Material | 
on any facet of the writer's life is 
welcome; pieces need to grow out of 
a lesbian life and may be as lesbian- 
specific (or not) in. content as qs 
appropriate to the thoughts/emotions/ 
Situations being discussed. Pieces 
may be published anonymously if the 
writer wishes; confidentiality will 
be strictly observed. Please include 
the year of writing and the age of 
the writer at the time. Deadline 
for submissions is September 1, 1986. 


Please send material to Frances 
Rooney, Post Office Box 868, Station 
P, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 222. 

Frances Rooney writes feminist/ 
lesbian history, biography and short 
stories. Her recent work includes 
Edith S. Watson, Photographer, 
Finding Lesbian Herstory, a slide 
Show, and the Women and Disability 
issue of Resources for Feminist 
Research/Documentation sur la 
recherche feministe, a quarterly 
journal which she edits. 


DIARIES/JOURNALS/LETTERS/MUSINGS 
DIARIES/JOURNALS/LETTERS/MUSINGS 


GALYG PAMPHLET 
* CAUSES UPROAR * 


The Gay and Lesbian Youth Group 
of Edmonton has made quite a name 
for itself in the news recently, 
because of a pamphlet they produced 
using Government grant money, called 
‘One In Ten Of You’. 

Besides contending that approxi - 
mately 10% of the all people are gay 
and lesbian, the pamphlet describes 
some of the ways we deal with gay 
or lesbian tendencies and how GALYG 
can help youths with these feelings. 

Not only has the 10% figure fright- 
ened some heterosexuals, a list of 
questions contained in the pamphiet 
has many frothing at the mouth scream- 
ing "recruitment". The actual purpose 
of the questions, I believe was simply 
to expose the myths and stereotypes 
of homosexuality. 

The questions do this by turning 
the tables on the heterosexual popu- 
lation and putting them in the defen- 
sive positions we are often forced 
into because of our sexual orientation. 
Substitute the word homosexual for hetero- 
sexual in all the questions and their 
purpose will be clear. 

1. What do you think caused your 
heterosexuality? 

2. When and how did you first de- 
cide that you were a hetero- 
sexual ? 

3.. Is. it-possible your. heterosex- 
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uality is just a phase you 
might be grow out of? 


. Is it possible your heterosex- 


uality stems from a neurotic 
fear of others of the same sex? 


. If you've never slept with a 


person of the same sex and en- 
joyed it, is it possible that 
all you need is a good gay 
lover? 


. To whom have you disclosed your 


heterosexual tendencies? 


. Why do you heterosexuals feel 


compelled to seduce others into 
your lifestyle? 


. Why do you insist on flaunting 


your lifestyle? 


. Would you want your children to 


be heterosexual, knowing the 
problems they'd face? 

A disproportionate majority of 
child molesters are heterosex- 
uals. Do you consider it safe 
to expose your children to het- 
erosexual teachers? 

Even with all the societal sup- 
port marriage receives, the di- 
vorce rate is spiralling. Why 
are there so few stable rela- 
tionships among heterosexuals? 
Why do heterosexuals place so 
much emphasis on sex? 
Considering the menace of over- 
population, how could the hu- 
man race survive if everyone 
was heterosexual like you? 
Could you trust a heterosex- 
ual therapist to be objective? 
Don't you fear s/he might be 
inclined to influence you in 
the direction of her/his lean- 
ing? 

How Can you become a whole 
person if you limit yourself 

to compulsive, exclusive hetero- 
sexuality? Shouldn't you at 
least try to develop your natur- 
al, healthy homosexual potential? 
There seems to be very few hap- 
py heterosexuals. Techniques 
have been developed to help you 
change if you really want to. 
Have you considered aversion 
therapy? 


BOARD POSITIONS OPEN 


Womonspace needs three volunteers 
for positions on their Board of Direc- 
tors. The positions available are 
those of President, Vice-President 
and Activities Director. Their res- 
ponsibilities are described as follows: 


PRESIDENT - Chairperson; Signing offi - 
cer and spokesperson for Womonspace. 


VICE-PRESIDENT - Acts as president in 
president's absence, heads a committee 
and acts as a liason between other or- 
ganizations and Womonspace. 


DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE OF ACTIVITIES - Pro- 
motes culutral entertainment and recre- 
ation for the members. 


In order to run for any of these 
positions you must be a member of good 
standing for a minimum of 30 days. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Womonspace will be holdings its 
Annual General Meeting on September 
25th, 1986, = Sunday dtt2eo.m. in the 
main meeting room of the Womyn's 
Bull ding. » Lc. SunOLelLOOsSOOMmCtOmS Lait 
thinking about what contributions you 
might like to make to the Womonspace 
organization and your community. 

Elections will be held at this time 
for all positions on the Board of 
Directors. This is your opportunity 
to get involved. 


SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE 
- Lesbian Incest Group - 


The Sexual Assualt Centre will be 
starting another group for lesbian 
incest survivors to commence in the 


fall. If you are interested in join- 
ing this group, call Jean or Tracey 
at 424-40 0ceom thercaisis Line, at 
423-4102. 
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MOTIONS PASSED 
- At The July General Meeting - 


Only one motion was passed at the 
July General Meeting: 


- That in the future, when Womonspace 
co-sponsors an event, that one or the 
other organization takes charge. 


The rest of the meeting was spent 
discussing the new Womonspace brochure 
and other items on the agenda. 


Rim Templeton 


GATE COUNSELLING COURSE 


The Gay Alliance Toward Equality 
is in desperate need of more coun- 
sellors, due to a number of their 
present counsellors relocating in 
new.places sthis. fahia 

Therefore, GATE is offering a 
shortened version of its counselling 
course this September to fill this 
pressing need. Anyone interested 
in taking the course is welcome to 
pick up an application at the GATE 
office or call 424-8361 for more 
information. 


CAMROSE SUPPORT GROUP 


Lesbians in the Camrose area who 
are interested in socializing with 
other gays and/or joining a support 
group, please contact Janet Beebe. 
Phone 679-0268 or write Box 1566, 
Camrose, Alberta, T5V ix4. 


Activities ~ 


GIRL'S NIGHT OUT 
- Coffee House - 


Saturday, August 2nd at 8 p.m. the 
Womyn's Building Collective will be 
holding a coffee house at 10055 - 110 
Street. The evening will include 
music, dancing and conversation. Free 
child care is available on site. Call 
424-6684 for more information. 


GENERAL MEETING 


General meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Womyn's Building (10055 - 110 Street) 
at 7:30 p.m. The next one is on 
August 12th. Everyone is welcome, 
both members and non-members. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


The next Newsletter meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, August 19th at 
7:30 p.m. at the Womyn's Building 
(10055 - 110 Street) in the Womon- 
space office, Room 104. All are 
welcome! 


CALGARY POTLUCKS 


The Lesbian Mothers Defence Fund 
of Calgary will be holding a barbecue 
potluck supper on Sunday, August 24th 
at Centenary Park by the zoo. If you 
are interested in attending call Lynn 
at 264-6328 for the exact location. 


DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


Those of you interested in helping 
to plan our monthly dances, don't 
miss the next meeting of the Dance | 
Committee on August 28, the last 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Womyn's Building. 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thursday night from 7 to 9 
p.m., Womonspace holds a regular drop- 
in at the Womyn's Building in the 
second floor meeting room. Every- 
one is welcome to attend. For a 
coffee and conversation join us this 
Thursday: 


RED CROSS CANOE COURSE 


A 'womyn only' canoe course is 
being offered by the Red Cross from 
August 18-21, 1-3 p.m. at Rundle 
Park. The price is $34.95 per per- 
son. Prebook through Womonspace by 
calling 424-7040 and leaving your 
name and number on the answering 
machine. Elaine will get back to 
you, 

If there is enough interest, the 
course can be scheduled to a differ- 
ent time and a discount given off 
the original price. 


Elaine K. 
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WOMONSPACE SUMMER 
DANCE - AUGUST 16 


Riverdale Hall ADM. - MEMBERS 55 
9231-100 Ave. : NON- $6 


8:30 pm to 1:30 ain 


door prize 
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